Levels of epidermal growth factor in human cord blood.
Levels of epidermal growth factor (EGF) in the cord serum of 13 full-term and 84 preterm infants were measured using a radioimmunoassay. Detectable levels of immunoreactive EGF were present in the cord blood at 23 weeks gestation and rose gradually with increasing gestational age. EGF levels correlated significantly with birth weight and placental weight. In small-for-gestational-age infants with birth weights smaller than 3 SD below the mean, EGF levels were lower than those in appropriate-for-gestational-age infants. These results suggest that EGF may play a role in fetal growth, but low EGF levels may also be the result of growth retardation.